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to M. Ba'ihaut's demand. " See Blondin nevertheless,"
said M. Fontane. " I accordingly sent for Blondin,
who said to me,' I am only a Government agent. I am
an honest man, and take none of the money, but you
must now arrange with the Minister.' Thereupon I
sent M. Fontane to see M. Baihaut, and I afterwards
saw M. Blondin, and an agreement was made for a
million francs, 375,000 francs of which was given him
on introducing the Bill. As the Bill did not pass, no
further instalment was paid."
The President: "In all this I see no exaction or
violence."
M. de Lesseps: " There was no means whatever of
avoiding these exactions if I was to insure the introduc-
tion of the Bill. I believed at the time that the money
was for Government purposes, and I did not consider
till later what was really done with it."
Questioned next about Reinach, M. de Lesseps said:
" I had known him since 1879, when he was one of the
financiers who backed the first Panama Company, and
on our taking over its Concession he continued his sup-
port. He had certain defects, but what he took up he
went through with, and we had need of him in issuing
the loans."
The President: " But his bank was not important
enough to warrant your giving him more than five
millions, especially as the Credit Lyonnais had only
252,000 francs."
M. de Lesseps: " The 252,000 francs was simply the
commission on sales. The Credit Lyonnais had several
millions besides this as its share in the syndicate. I
offered Reinach five million francs as his share in the